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October’s  Special 
Music  Group 

ROD  BLUMENAU   

&  FRIENDS 

It’s Traditional  !!   Over the past decades, Rod Blumenau has assembled exceptionally talented 
musicians much to the delight of Flower City Jazz 
audiences.  This year the tradition continues.   
    Rod Blumenau & Friends is a loosely knit 
group of world-class musicians assembled from over 
a 250-mile area of upstate New York and Canada 
who are looking forward to holding forth (6:30pm-
9:30pm) at Flower City's October 17th gathering 
(Radisson Hotel, Jefferson Rd near RIT).   Rod and 
friends excel playing traditional Dixieland & swing 
music, and many are active in groups that perform 
other styles of jazz and even classical music (but 
you won't hear that at Flower City on Oct. 17!). 
 

   Rod Blumenau, piano and perhaps his rusty 
tenor sax, had a 32-year career with Eastman Kodak 
(back in its glory days), retired to a 14-year career in 
music with the Penfield Central Schools, and has 
now retired to Keuka Lake.  He still plays select gigs 
in the upstate New York area and composes and 
arranges jazz music, primarily for students 
(www.RodBJazz.com). 

 
Please come up to the bandstand and say hello to Rod Blumenau & Friends at the Flower City Jazz gathering on Monday 
October 17th!   We will play a request if a quorum of us knows the tune.  We're looking forward to swinging up a storm for 
listening, dining and dancing! 
 

READ  ALL  ABOUT  THE  “FRIENDS”  

See  Page  2 



BOARD of DIRECTORS Meeting,  Monday,  “October 10th”,   7pm, Kathie & Kent Campbell’s house 
FLOWER CITY JAZZ SOCIETY   www.flowercityjazz.org    Board of Directors ( names with “ * “ ) 

President: Kathie Campbell* 248-5864       Vice-President:  Kay Salerno* 442-1076          Secretary:  Jeanne Thomann* 227-6684 
Hospitality:  Kathie Campbell*                     Treasurer: Dave Sturmer* 381-7603              Membership:  Tom & Carol Ireland*  671-3657 
     Dinner Reservations:  Jerry Williams*, 729-6555.  See Page Three ( Menu area)           Historian:  Carolyn Bastian 586-8294 

Governance: Jeanne Thomann* 227-6684   Mary Lou Hogle*  Robert DeWald*  Special Activities:  Joilee Mulhern*/Ron Anderson*                                       
Newsletter: Dave Sturmer*/Kent Campbell*/Tom Ireland*/Doreena Hames/Kay Salerno*            Publicity:  Bob Hesselberth* 

 

Flower City Jazz Society formed to preserve & promote Dixieland Jazz in Greater Rochester.  
[ASCAP Licensee]    Membership dues: $15 per person for one year.  Dinner-Concerts are third 
Monday, January through December, at the Radisson Hotel, 175 Jefferson Rd, Rochester, NY, 
14623.      FCJS, Inc. c/o Kathie Campbell, 127 Park Lane, Rochester, NY 14625 

Rod  Blumenau’s  “FRIENDS”  for  Monday, October 17th’s FCJS gathering.  
 

Tim "Phat Lips" Clarke is a superb trumpeter in his prime from 
Buffalo who plays many styles authoritatively and performs with many 
groups in the western New York area.   
Ron "Pee Wee" Joseph lives in Rome, NY, and is the most fluent 

trad clarinetist between New York City and To-
ronto, and maybe farther.  He proudly plays 
the clarinet given to him by Jack Maheu to car-
ry on the tradition!  
Warren Stirtzinger, guitar, smiles a lot be-
cause he's not facing the decision between 
Hillary and Donald - he lives in Canada!  He 
is the consummate performer on guitar the 
way it should be played, and knows every 
tune ever written and a few that aren't.  
Dr. Jeff Campbell, bass, is professor of 
jazz and the chair of the Department of 
Jazz Studies and Contemporary Media at 
Eastman School of Music and is also a 

member of the Rochester Philharmonic 
Orchestra, but he doesn't let his educa-
tion and prestigious position get in the 
way of his playing cooking bass in support  
of a swinging front line. 
John Beck is a Rochester per-
cussion legend.  He was a mem-
ber of the Rochester Philharmon-
ic Orchestra for nearly 50 years, 
most of it as tympanist, and was 
head of the percussion depart-
ment of Eastman School of Mu-
sic for nearly as long.  He’s just 
hitting his stride at 83, and play-
ing better than ever!  On top of 
all his accomplishments, he’s a 
great guy.   
     In closing, Rod adds:    

                                   If you don't know John Beck, either you don't like music or you're new to town! 

SEND  DINNER  RESERVATIONS  by  “October  7th”  
so they reach Jerry Williams by TUESDAY before FCJS Event.                

If check may not arrive Tuesday,  call Jerry (729-6555), “check on its way” 




